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Barther Remarks,on Occaional. Conformity. 
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ant) y-- Ny After Obfeipator, 1 ‘was ‘this | 
maT eee Journey at London m a ‘Cottee- | 
Honte, ‘where ‘the Facobites, | 
Papifs 2 nd High-Flys, with Unanimous Confent 
dia agree That the Occafional Bill, which Sir Aun 
«Machete ineutions, was both Reafonable 
and jut; and that you are altogether in the 
wrong 1x. T told ‘em I lik’d the Bill the worfe 
iecaule they were for it, well Knowing, that they 
wee for any thing that would introduce Popery, 
aud make Livifions amougtt Her, Majefties' good 
suhects. Thar it was the higheft Impndence in 
‘hem to be tor what would Create Animofities, 
when my Queen had told Her People. that She 
was for Union, and deliréd an Accomodation 
smong Her good Subjects. I fpoke very ‘holdly, 
il ure ou, and | thought with pretty good 
Reafori too; ‘but they told me, That Interef over- 
rul’d Reafow, and that now was'the tine for them 
to beReveig’d; and that if they could-earrythis 
Point, they would in a dhort'time fet ahde the 
Toleration Att, and then Hey Boys up'go ‘me. But 
they told ine one thing that I did not very well 
like, viz. That: they would endeavour to prevent, 
by a Law, the Difentets from Voting at the 
Flettion of Members of Parliament, and that no 
oe fhould have a Vote that did not Qualifie 
himfelf for the fame, by taking the Sacrament, as 
Men do for Offices. I thought this was a Hard 
Sying, and worthy of Obfervation; and there- 
fore, Pray; Sir, give me your Opinion inthis Point. 
“Ob The People you ‘mention are Enemies to 
our Conftitution, which they “endeavour to fub- 
vert; and Divifions being the means to that'end ; 
tis their Bufinefs to promote them, and Union 









is the only Expedient we haveto prevent them in 
4 alltther Def oa : | ei ed 
mg ~ [fiallendeavour to fet you right in Relation 
fe towhat they fay of Excluding iffenters, from 
s Voting at Flections of Members, by which you 
r will.ind that the taking of the Sacrament, is no 
: niore N in this Point than in the other. 


In order hereunto you muft confider, that cer- 
tain Tefts; as Quallifications, are necellary to.all 
Employments. but {till with Refpect-to the Na- 
tureot the thing: If ern: be admitted into 
an Office’in the Churth, a R tis a 
sr necellary; to difcover whether the Perfon 

‘an Unbeliever, Ignorantynot duly Qualify’d 
with Learning, Gifts and Graces, for the Mam- 
fertal Fin@ien and that he give his Unfeigned 
Allent and. Confent to the Doctrines, Articles, 
oe Canons of that Church, in which he becomes 
a Mini flerial Oficer. ; 

In Ane al one that is admitted into 
2 Civil Employment, ought to Qualifié himfelf 
tot Publick Service; eppreing fuch Oaths and 
Tefts as is required by the Legi/lative Power of that 


Realm or. Country into whole Service he is admit- | having 
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ious Teft is alto- | 


ted: for‘no Man’ ctight to Reap the’Advantage 
ot Publick Employ ments, that 1s an Enemy to 
the State.’ “Now we often find that Perfons, who 
profefs themfelves to be Affertors of the Rights of 
the Church, are the greatelt Eniemies to the Li- 
bertits:of England. «If you look back’ into the 
Réien of that Unfortunate Prince, King’ Fammes 
thé Second, you"ll-find what I fay to be trues 
Thofé of the Clergy and others, who Preach’d up 
the Enflaving Doctrines of Pafive-Obedience and’ 
Non-Refiftance, affamed to themfélves the Titles of: 
the Highe! Churchmen, and the only Patriote.of' 
the Eftablith’d Religion; by which meansithey ' 
‘Screw’d up the Pegs of Religion 1 highpthae? 
they broke the Strings, and put us‘to-the Charge 
of a Revolution, which we dat to this very Day: 
Now we finding, by dear Bought and wofal Exe 
perience, that a feligtons Teft 1s no Security to thé! 
Englifh Liberties, we ought to find out fome Civil: 
Tett, that may debaf Men from Publick. Em- 
ploynents, ‘and Priviledge of Voting, who are: 
Enemies to the Commonwealth and Conftitution 
of England. 9 ie 
With all due Submifiion to my Superiors, E 
would offer my 'Fhoughts on this occafion’ for’ 
the good of our dear Country, viz. That inftead 
of Impofing the Sacrament om Voters at Ele<ti-: 
ons, the Abjnration' Oath be inpofed on fuch Pers» 
fons;' for ’tis contrary to Reafon, the Publick 
Safety, and Welfare ot England,that fach fhouldi 
have any Vote in Elections of Members to ferve: 
in Parliament, who are not in the Intereft of the’ 
Qneen and the Realm: The Reafon is Plain; for 
fach as will’ not Abjure the Pretended Princeof> 
Wales, are-very likély to Vote for fach as ate in 
his Intereft, and ‘no one is fit to. Elec fiuch as’ 
make Laws, who would introduce.a Power which» 
would neceflarily fubvert'all Law; and even our: 
Conftitution it felf. front ? yteys: 
AsI told you before, a Mans being of'a différ- 
ent Opinion fromthe Eftablith’d ‘Church in! 
matters meerly Adiaphorous, and indifferent in 
leeinis 
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themfelves, does not Incapacitate him from 
a Member of the Church whofe Conftitution: is: 
feen in Subftantials only, or denies him the Pri) 
-viledges of the Land, to which he was Born.’ Our’ 
Right of Voting is our Free Birth-Right, andithe: 
_very Foundation of the Legiflative Power:: Our 
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R fitatives now fit in Parliament by Virtue 
of our Right of Election; and'their Right of En+: 
acting proceeding from our Right of Voting ther 


' Sanction of Laws is the Act and Deed of the Unis 
verfitas Angle, & Nobilis <& Popularis. The Houfe 
of Lords Reprefent. themfelves;:as. are the 
Proceres, the Magnates Regni. The Houfe.of Come 
mons‘are the whole People of England in Epi 
Contracted into: afimall Body, tor the Eafeand: 





} Conveniency of Government: Now the People! 
Commiffionated them to Act for them 
ag SRS I ad al oath 
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with that fell Power atid Authority, which is 

their own Undoubted and Inherent Right. They 
Act with the full Power and Force of all the, 
Good le of England; but ftill tor the com- 
mon Good and vantage of the Realm : ! 
i 1 Guagidians, aiid 
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Authority in themfelves, but as People Vedterd 

















with the moft valuable Priviledges; tecurédcby> 


the High Authority of Parliament;-tounded on 
their own Native Power and Right; forthe Rec- 
pleof England are-neverinon-4dge, but are Bora 
rovthte fall Statute of Men, in relpect to Native 


x Raght and Property, and that.in juch a Right as 
M noone ca takeaway, by a Legal Authority. An 
a Igyader, a Fyrant, or Popular Rage and Fury, 


may take away.the Advantages ot this Right, 
yet full. the Rught.ss the fame, tho’ the People by 
an@ppreilive Forceare kept from exercifing their 


i Pawer:: Now the Peoples: Right. of Voting in 
a: Fiecting their own Reprefentatives, is fach 
yo Right, as feems infeparable trom the Nature of 
fl ahylaghif> Man; ‘Thus bas been immemorably the 





tour Aaceltors, and Entail’d.on us:their 
ity;an fuch “% manner that no Power can 
gti ott the Entas 
ror nl Mafter Obfervater, thofe People 
{aid that.this Parliament has a Power to Repeal 
any. Lawsniade by former Parliaments, and that 
they anay Annul the A&t which gives the People 
a! ibe of Voting. 
Adbf. th hey talk dike themfelvess. in the Lan- 
e, and aecording to the Senfe of the Faction. 
Proll thee: Honeft Coustry-man, there is no Law 
for our Voting, but the Law of Nature, and that 
Power. of chuting their own Governours, which 
isanfepasable tram the Nature of all Mankind. 
fuppotition of fach a Law is Idle and 


of Men; and:,,ve! us a Pig of our own Sow, our 
Foibecs Laws, and thofe Rights which no Power 
on;Earth can deprive us of, this would be.a pret- 
pri¢eflion | ot Bg te Be Men mpg emere 
"em: {03 abd how the Reprefentatives of a People 
Soke away the Right of thofe by whole Power 
- and cAmthority they Act,is another. n, for 

, “acting muit ceafe with the lower 


of ¥oting 524 all, the Machines of the Univerfe 














ceafe its Motion. 
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Ridicalous, a daw which fhould make Englif- | 
mento be Eng lifomen, inould grant us the Nature — 
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reditary Rights: And in refpect to otte Pow. 
it ame Reprelentativés, that Right ping 
—* all the other oe of, the Kingdom es 
*Kinge and Parliaments were thought 
and from which Right Kings and Parliament; 
Laie 
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all the People of England, but 
wilknot teceive the Saciament with the Choc), 
of Engiand,to qualtfie themfelves fora Vote 

Obj. No .Man in Anglard.can have a Ris, 
taken from him, but by that Power that gave an 
that. Right; now his Right of EleGtion is ip}. 
rent in humfelf, and cannot be taken away wit. 
out the Deitruction of Native Freedom: The P,,. 
liament did not giveus that Right, and we feng 
themto#arliament, to fecure that Right, and jo; 
to take it away, the Peopleof England had thj, 

ight. many Hundred of Years before our Blot. 
fed Savionr came into the World,and Con fequent: 
ly the Sacrament could not bea Term or Condi. 
tion.of this Right, and to make it { now, ‘is 2 
Legitimation by Law,of fome People, and a B:: 
ftardizing of others, who are Born to the fame 
Priviledges and Josnunities of Englifhnen. 

We ought alfo to Gonfider, ghow far fach ap 
Ac, as thefe Men {peak of, may affect the Cop- 
ftitution of England, to which we always ought 
to havea tender Regard. The Publick Money 
given by the People, and not taken by the Crown, 
and no one in England pays but as he is Taxed by 
himfelf, as Reprefented in Parliament. All the 
Free-holders in Exgland are Taxed on their Lands 
by gheis own Content, becaufe they fend ‘their Re 
prefentatives to Parliament for that End and Pur. 

fe: But they areDeny’'d the Right of Voting, 

ude they cannot ftrain their Confciences in 
taking the Sacrament, the Sacramental Notion 
ay be fo far approved in Time, as to take away 

- their Fyee-holds, when at. prefent it thall Day 
them a. Right of fecuring it: And Fil at prefént 
we this Confideration with you, Whether the 
People of England can be faid. to be duely 
feted in Parliament, when fucli vaft Nun- 
ot Free-holders and Freemen are Deny’d the 
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Priviledge of Chuiing Perfons to Reprefent them: 
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‘apd Bective Moaarchicly and proving by. Law and 
t Berge be ahs indlienable: That Relomi peo, whl 
_ mon all the over. and likewiie fhewing, Thac, where 
a Prince hath no Hereditary Title, he can make no Heredisal 
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; Mette void, With Refletti ns on each, Paragrep 
mes “g Ve porte git) : 
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¥; mw, at the Seven Stari, in Talbot-Conrt, in GrateChurch-Strett 
by B. Bragg, at the Blue-Ball, in Avemary-Lane, 1704. 
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